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pended the mistaken ines, the article in Performation that “Grover
spective Digest's past
Wilcox” is a pseudonym.
issue and the one in
I’ve written a letter to the
the January 2003
editors that begins, “There
North American Diis no Santa Claus, but there is a
vision Edition of the Adventist Review
Grover Wilcox.” At the moment, I’m
were titled “Nobody’s Boy.” Based on
talking to Grover, who is seated
reader response, however, Grover
within three feet of me in the Mission
Wilcox is not only God’s Boy, as the
R.V. Park, in Redlands, California.
article established, but now also God’s
spokesman to hundreds of new
Now to excerpts from readers:
friends. The article has brought the
• A parent who prayed for Grover
greatest reader response in the history
of PD, and, Review editors say, defiwhen he became ill:
“Grover Wilcox was the best
nitely above their average. As I write, I
teacher my kids had in grade school.
have before me a loose-leaf binder of
. . . No one could ever have filled his
letters and E-mail responses.
shoes. He could teach serious inforBefore sharing some, a question:
mation and teach it well, and have
Why was the article published in
fun and love kids at the same time.”
both magazines? Because I thought it
• A reader who knows what
to be of such interest and inspiration
Grover is going through:
that I offered it to Adventist Review
“I’ve just finished reading the
editor Bill Johnsson knowing that:
most incredible story. . . I’m sitting
(1) the Review has a much larger
here with tears streaming down my
readership than PD, and (2) the
face as I recognize a fellow traveler
North American Division issue of
with Jesus on a path that few walk. I,
the Review doesn’t reach many of
too, was abused as a child in a SevPD's overseas readership.
enth-day Adventist home. I have less
I do regret that the Review ap-

Boy?

7

Published by Digital Commons @ Andrews University, 2003

1

Perspective Digest, Vol. 8 [2003], No. 2, Art. 3
than three dozen memories from
birth to age 11, when I was baptized.
My body is reacting to what happened then: MS, Epstein-Barr virus,
allergies, fatigue, etc. I know what it’s
like to live as an empty shell; and
[to] learn to trust the Lord as the
first Person I can trust. [I’m] letting
him fill me, mold me, fashion me,
and teach me all that I was not
taught.”
Others:
• “Grover was our daughter’s
ninth-grade teacher and was well
loved. We would love to know how
to contact Grover again.”
• “I was very touched by the
Nobody’s [Boy] Story. . . . I feel for
his situation. Please tell him I love
him too. . . He is very precious and
not only to God.”—Japan.
• “Christ came as the Great
Physician to heal the wounds that
sin has made in the human family,
and His Spirit, working through His
servants, imparts to sin-sick, suffering human beings a mighty healing
power that is efficacious for the body
and the soul. £In that day,’ says the
Scripture, ‘there shall be a fountain
opened to the house of David and to
the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin
and for uncleanness.’ Zechariah 13:1.
The waters of this fountain contain
medicinal properties that will heal
both physical and spiritual infirmities” (Counsels on Health, p. 209).
• “I grew up in Southern California and went to church every Sab-

bath with Grover Wilcox and his
brothers. They spent many Sabbaths
in our home and my parents always
did what they could to help the boys.
Later I went to an Adventist boarding school with Grover’s wife__ My
parents are desperate to contact
Grover to see what they can do to
help him. If it is at all possible, please
pass along my personal information.”— Cleburne, Texas.
• “We met a long time ago (let’s
not get specific about HOW long
ago, OK?). Yesterday, my folks visited
the little Adventist company I attend. My dad is a very reserved,
rather shy man, but when they asked
for prayer requests during church,
he raised his hand and said ‘my
friend, Grover.’ It really touched my
heart.”—Texas.
• “I was deeply touched by
[Grover’s} story and I want to try
and offer some support and comfort
to him. I can’t understand how personal suffering can bring one closer
to God, but I am grateful that God is
able to do this for the sufferer.”—
Maryland.
• “Please inform me how I can
contact Roland R. Hegstad. I want to
know more about the book Nobody's
Boy."—Tucson, Arizona.
The Book
Grover and I are working on the
book and hope to have it in the hands
of a publisher soon after you read
this. Dr. Albert F. Brown of Loma
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know that you are a child of the
King. You understand the trust your
Father has in you, as he allows you to
witness for him through your illness.
I can picture you holding your
Father’s hand while resting at the
Jordan River with a chronic, catastrophic illness.
When I first became ill, I spent
nearly two months in two large hospitals in Denver. Though they ran a
myriad of tests and grew cultures,
their numerous doctors could not
diagnose me. At last, they just put
me out to die. As a last resort I came
to Loma Linda University Medical
Center. Within 45 minutes, a young
lady resident M.D. diagnosed me.
She said, “Do you realize that you
have all 13 major symptoms of
Wegeners?” It took the medical staff
two weeks to prove her right.
Some weeks later, I returned to
Colorado and my teaching position,
but within weeks, on the verge of
death, I returned to Loma Linda. The
hospital was originally set up as a
medical missionary institution, and
I’m here to tell you that it still is. The
love, concern, and caring sweep over
the ill patient in comforting waves.
During the numerous times I’ve been
in the hospital for surgeries and infusions, three doctors stand out for
their close relationship with the King.
For the first five years, Dr. Steven
C. Stewart stood by my side as a
guardian angel. Many nights we have
stood in the dark parking lot visit-

Linda, California, has told me that a
book titled Nobody's Boy was published in 1982 by the Review and Herald Publishing Association. Also: One
of Grover’s most fascinating experiences in witnessing for Christ in the
Loma Linda University Medical Center may appear in the Adventist
Review about the time his book
comes off the press. That issue should
offer information on the book, whatever its title.
The Disease
“I have Wegener’s Granulomatosis and have had it for 17 years. This
is a rare disease and I know patients
who are not receiving proper treatment for i t ... I’m one of the longest
living Wegeners patients in the
world, blessed by God with an outstanding doctor. . . From descriptions given by [Grover], I am questioning the possibility that his doctors may not be doing all they can
for him. I have been somewhat of a
lab rat for this disease. . . . Is there
anyway I can either E-mail or talk to
this man?”
— DauAlpenGlow3@aol.com
Grover Replies:
Thank you so much for your letter. It was a joy to hear from you for
two reasons: (1) During the seven
years I’ve had Wegener’s Granulomatosis, I’ve not spoken to a fellow
sufferer. I anticipate comparing
notes and sharing prayers; (2) I

Continued on page 62
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Part of Suggestion 4 many also be
true: God seems to have created in
such a way that the first three days
formed the tohu (“unformed”) mentioned in verse 2, and the least three
days filled the bohu (“unfilled”) of
verse 2. Part of Suggestion 5 is also
true in that God created in such a way
as to serve as a polemic against the
polytheism of the surrounding
nations.
Regardless of the answer(s) preferred, the Genesis story refutes the
worship of nature, including the

popular sun-god. God created light
and the daily cycle, which are dependent on him. Later in Creation week,
God gave these responsibilities in
the heavens to the Sun and the
Moon, just as he passed on to
human beings the responsibility for
stewardship of the Earth, its natural
cover, and its creatures. Ultimately,
the heavens, the natural world, and
any human ability to control or
thoroughly understand them are
totally dependent on God, who
alone deserves our worship.

Work Station One: Continued from page 9

ing. Though a busy surgeon, he is
never too busy to care. He is one of
the reasons I have the courage to
carry on my struggle for life.
Another angel in a doctor s garb
is Keith Colburn. Such is his reputation that patients travel from other
states to spend time with him in his
office. One lady flies down from
Canada. Like Dr. Stewart, he epitomizes what Loma Linda University
Medical Center is all about. He is up
on the latest research and has, I am
convinced, a direct line to his Father
in heaven. Never do I leave Dr. Colburn s office without getting a hug

and often a prayer.
The third angel is Dr. Evert
Bruckner. He served as a missionary
for five years in South America.
When I first went to him as a
patient, he told me that he was not
an expert on Wegeners—but who is!
Still, he researched Wegeners from
coast to coast. No human has a bigger heart than this blessed man.
Loma Linda University Medical
Center has used the latest medicine
on me, but here they mix it with
prayer. And when you have Wegeners, it takes a lot of both just to keep
one going.— Grover Wilcox.
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